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EVENTS 
COMING UP 

 
 
 

                      

 

March 
11   Inter-School Swimming 
       Sports  

 
 

12    Small Wheels Day 
        No bikes  

 
 

12   Save Day Inter-School 
       Swimming Sports  

 
 

16   Parent Evening 6-7pm 
       Library - New Entrants  
       Starting Term 1 & 2  

 
 

23   BOT meeting 7.00pm 
       Staff Room  

 
 

28   School Fair 11am-3pm 
 
 
 

April 
19   School Cross Country 
       Yr 4-6  

 
 

26   Inter-School Cross 
       Country  

 
 

27   BOT meeting 7.00pm 
       Staff Room        
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
           

Term Dates 2010  
 
 
 
 

Term 1   Thurs 4 th Feb - Start 
               Thurs 1 st Apr - End 
                             
 
Term 2   Mon 19 th April - Start 
               Friday 2 rd July - End 
 
 
Term 3   Mon 19 th July - Start 
               Frid 24 th Sept -  End 
 
 
Term 4  Mon 11 th Oct - Start 
              Frid 17 th Dec- End 
 

 
  

Quote for the week “Success is getting what you want.  Happiness is wanting 
what you get” 
 
It’s nice to see some progress on our building site at school.  There is a lot 
going on around here.  This week will see the ground floor erected with steel 
and timber framing. Next week will see the second storey added.  Apologies to 
classes as we are having to cancel some swimming times.  When erecting steel 
on the pool side we can not have children sitting inside the pool area in case 
there is a fall.  Be aware this might happen after school as well. We would also 
ask all parents to use the new pool gate by the school hall.  This has the same 
key and means you can park in our carpark area and gain access from that 
side.  It will also prevent non key holders putting their arms through the wire to 
open the old gate. This will be padlocked by Barrie from Friday onwards. 
We have another group of builders enclosing the underside of rooms 18-21.  
This will prevent birds bombarding our children. They will complete the field side 
over the next two weeks and then they can remove scaffolding.    
We also have a builder replacing Room 13’s roof.  This will hopefully prevent 
leaks in winter once and for all. 
 
Banking 
We do have National Banking starting again next term.  The lady from the 
National Bank is currently training some children and they will set up again on a 
Thursday morning in Room One next to the office.  For those who bank with 
ASB you can deposit your money in the office foyer on any day. This is then 
taken to the bank on Tuesdays. 
 
Thanks to Board funding we have been able to continue on those initiatives 
from last year and also start some new programmes: 

 
 

·  Brenda Thorrington and Karen Cebalo are continuing with us taking 
taking extension classes in Room 27. 

·  Marion Burns is in on Tuesdays in Room 26 taking Music lessons 
currently with Years 5/6 and next term with the Years 3/4 children. 

·  Sharon Hilton-Jones is working as a sports co-ordinator every Tuesday 
to help Stephanie Griffith organise our inter-school teams.  She will also 
take classes and inter-school teams for training 

·  Paul Stuart is employed as an ICT teacher to work with Teachers and 
Students over the year. 

·  Vicki Matheson and Jennifer Davies provide Reading Recovery for our 
Juniors to ensure we have children reading at their correct level. 

·  We continue to employ a large number of teacher aides to work with 
many of our children who require extra assistance. 

·  We will also start  Art classes later on this year with our local artist Claire 
Hey.  

 
What a busy place.  I hope your children are enjoying their time and are 
involved in their school.  That is what we are here for. 
 
Regards  
Peter Marshall 
 



Curriculum Corner 
 

Games to build Vocabulary and Spelling Knowledge  
 
Below are some vocabulary and spelling games you may enjoy playing with 
your child. These games are aimed at the Middle and Senior school. 
 
ODD ONE OUT 
Odd One Out assists your child to identify words or parts of words that vary. A series of four words is 
presented. Three of the words have something is common. The fourth will be the ‘odd one out’. Your child 
needs to select the odd one out and suggest why it does not fit. 
This activity can be used in many different ways, depending on the words chosen: 

·  Number of syllables: ‘Listen while I say 4 words: bicycle, January, newspaper, tractor’.“Which one 
doesn’t have three syllables.” 

·  Matching Sounds: ‘Listen while I say four words: strain, vein, meat, great. Tell me which one has a 
different middle sound.’ 

The focus can also be on the meaning of the words, e.g. Which is the odd word out; dams, ice caps, rivers, 
oceans? The answer is ‘oceans’ because it is the only source of salt water. 
 
PUZZLES 
Puzzles provide opportunities for your child to investigate both the structure and meaning of words. There 
are many commercially produced publications (including software packages) incorporating puzzles such as 
crosswords and word sleuths and others such as creating words, finding small words inside larger words 
and rhyming activities. 
 
TIC TAC TOE 
Tic Tac Toe is played in the same way as Noughts and Crosses. However, specified letters, patterns or 
words are used to create a sequence of three diagonally, horizontally or vertically, instead of noughts and 
crosses. For example, you may write words that have a particular sound spelt a different way in each word 
and your child may have to write words ending with ‘ough’. If your child is having difficulty thinking of words 
to add, you both might like to make a list of words prior to beginning Tic Tac Toe. 
            
Long ‘a’ sound             
       ‘ough’                                                   
tray                  enough 
strain      rough 
vein                 cough 
great      though 
cake      through 

 
 

Enjoy the games and we will pop a few more in the next newsletter. Obviously change the words to suit your 
own child’s needs.  
 
Heather Walker and Jacki Harrison     
Deputy Principal 
 

PTA News Wednesday 10 th March 2010 
School Fair – Sunday 28 th  March 11am-3pm  
Only 2 ½ weeks to go until our big event for the year.  The dedicated Fair Newsletter will be coming home     
towards the end of the week but a few quick reminders: 
·  Helper Roster is now displayed outside the school o ffice – please stop by and put your name 

against something .  For all those who don’t make it to school in person but keen to help on the day (ps. 
would be great to have some more Dads volunteer) please email clareandmatt@xtra.co.nz or ring Clare on 
413-7568 to have you name put against an activity, only need you for 1-2 hours 

·  Grab a bunch of flyers from the office and cross off a street you can deliver to 
·  Thanks you to all who have donated baking ingredients.  If you are still interested in dropping something 

only thing we are in need of is butter (which you can give to Judi or Helena in the office to put in the fridge).  
We also need empty ice cream containers for us to put our baked goodies into 

·  This week’s item to bring is something for your child’s “Class Auction Basket” 

tray enough strain 

 rough  

though vein  



·  Next week is books, magazines, puzzles, games, DVDs, videos, CDs and computer games to be dropped 
at Room 1 (nearest classroom to the school office).  Please can you pre-sort your books into bags of adult 
fiction, kids and non fiction to save hours of sorting 
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Ongoing Ink Works printer cartridge recycling  
Reminder please drop your used cartridges into the box in the entrance of Room 23 (the room on the top court 
beside the dental clinic).  This is very easy fundraising money for us to earn.  

  
Our next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 4th May, 7.30pm in the Staff Room.   
As always, everyone most welcome to come and listen, share ideas and contribute. 
 
 

Our Trip To The Marae 
 
 

                    
 

 
           
Monday the 8th March was the best day ever because Rooms 12,11 and 25 went to the Hoani Waititi Marae to 
learn about Maori culture.  After we took the roll we headed onto the bus.  It was very noisy so I was glad 
when we arrived.  When we got out of the bus we waited and waited.  I was excited in the inside because I 
wondered what the Marae would be like.  But I was a bit bored of waiting.  When the lady called us, we started 
walking very slowly towards the people who belong to the Marae.  When we got there we sat down and 
listened to their speech and their song very politely.  When they had finished their song Mr Marshall made a 
speech.  Then we sang so beautifully that we sounded like Angels from heaven above.  When we had finished 
our song, the people from the Marae gave us hongis, kisses, hand shakes and hugs to greet us.  Then we had 
morning tea.  I kept wondering what the meeting house would be like. 
Written by Annie Reed   Room 12. 
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Netball 2010 
Netball trials for Year 4-6 will be held during lunchtimes over the next two weeks.  Players will need to ensure 
they bring their sneakers for these trials.  Listen carefully to the daily notices. 
Sharon Hilton-Jones                                           
Netball Co-ordinator  
 

Is Your Child Turning 5 This Year? 

                                                                            
 
In order to plan our New Entrant classes for 2010, we would appreciate it if you could enrol your child now, if 
they will be turning five this year . Please collect an enrolment pack from the school office and return this 
completed, to the office as soon as possible. Thank you. 
  

Greenhithe School Houses 
This year we are having a change in the School Houses.  We have started by changing the colours of the 
Houses as we felt that Pounamu should be green and a lot of people struggled to find a yellow t–shirt. 
Hopefully white will be easier for everyone.  The new House colours are  
 
Pounamu Green  (the colour of greenstone) 
Wainoni Blue  (wai means water, which is blue) 
Tauhinu White  (this is a cream flower) 
Te Wharau Red  (this is a house and whero is the maori for red) 
 
Some of the children may find they have changed House this year, most however haven’t.  We have worked 
hard to ensure that family members are in the same House.  Your child won’t be moved from the House they 
are in for the rest of their time at Greenhithe Primary. The children will be told by their teacher which House 
they are in. 
 
We appreciate your help in finding a t-shirt in your child’s House colour for school wide sporting events and 
hope the changes will encourage a sense of pride and teamwork in your children. 
 

Bikers Keep Safe 
Please enter the school through the gate by the pedestrian crossing on Greenhithe Road, not through 
the Greenhithe School carpark. 
 
 
 

Travelwise 
Are there any families interested in joining a Walking School Bus from the top of Greenhithe Road near the 
Upper Harbour Highway?  Contact or leave a message with Mrs Donovan Room 11. 
Parents need to be willing to walk with their children.  Thank you. 
Andrea Donovan 
 

Small Wheels Day Friday 12 th March  
This Friday – 12 th March is ‘Small Wheels Day’.  No bikes please . Bottom court – morning tea and lunch time. 
 

                                                                                                                    



Champions 

    Weekly on Thursday mornings  8:20 till 8:50am, Gree nhithe School Hall  
 
30 minutes of Christian values teaching (using the ‘Life Choices’ Bible in Schools programme, widely accepted 
in NZ schools), along with drama and action songs.  Designed to be great fun and empowering for kids. 
 
We are about to start the Easter series. 
 
NEWSFLASH - ‘Champions’ has been selected along wit h 4 other similar teaching groups around the 
country to be filmed for the creation of a Churches  Education Commission training DVD.  A film crew 
is coming this week, March 11.  Thanks for arriving  on time if possible; it will be great to have all the 
smiling faces.   
 
Sponsored by Shore Grace Church (Greenhithe) and presented by Greenhithe locals Amanda, Denise, 
Michelle and Steve. 
 
For more info 
Amanda Mitchell ph 413 7471  
Michelle Yates    ph 413 6388  
 

Hockey 
Thanks to all those who have returned their hockey forms. We have had a fantastic response which will enable 
us to have 9 teams this year. Information about teams will be available later this week. If anyone is still keen to 
play you are not too late, please pick up a form from the school office. 
 

Shore to Shore 
Shore To Shore 5km Fun Run and Walk – Sunday 28 Mar ch 
 
Don’t forget to get your entries in for the Shore to Shore Fun Run/Walk. 
 
It is the 25th Anniversary of the event this year so there will be an extra special celebration. It will be a lot of 
fun, great exercise and you can win prizes for yourself and help raise money for the school. 
We are one of the few schools that give all entrants and their supporters a free sausage sizzle at the end of 
the event. 
 
All entries must be in to the school by Friday 12 th March.   
Hope to see you all there. 
 

Extra Curricular Activities 
North Shore Chess Club (Inc.) 
The North Shore Chess Club’s junior club runs activities on Friday evenings during school terms. 
Where:  Northcote Community Centre, cnr College Road/Ernie Mays Street, Northcote 
Time:     Friday evenings during school terms (not public/school holidays) from 6.45pm to 8.15pm 
Who:     School pupils who enjoy playing chess and might like to play better 
What:    Each evening there are chess lessons for groups of differing experience as well as the opportunity to  
              play chess against other players   
Contact: Peter Stuart, Club Captain – 449-1812, email:pstuart@xtra.co.nz    
Interested pupils are invited to attend on a Friday evening to “test the waters” with no obligation to join the 
club. 
 
 
 
 


