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TERM DATES 2009

Term 4
Mon 12" Oct — Start
Thur 17" Dec — End
(Finish at 12 noon)

Term Dates 2010

Term 1 Thurs 4™ Feb — Start
Thurs 1% Apr — End
Friday 2™ April
Good Friday Holiday

Term 2 Mon 27 ™ April- Start
Friday 3" July —End

Term 3 Mon 19 ™ July — Start
Frid 24" Sept - End

Term 4 Mon 11" Oct — Start
Thur 17" Dec - End

Phone: 09 413 9838

Fax: 09 413 8440

Email: office@greenhithe.school.nz
Website: www.greenhithe.school.nz

Quote: “Time is what keeps things from happening all at once.”

It does seem we have had a lot going on lately. Soon we will all have some time
to relax and take things a bit easier. | hope everyone is not too stressed in the
run-up to Christmas.

A big thank you to everyone involved in last night's Leaver's Graduation. | think
it was a very successful night. The speakers were excellent and were well
received. The children looked immaculate and behaved impeccably all night.
We were very pleased to see the effort the organisers had gone to and how
much it meant to the children. It made the occasion worthwhile.

Another big thank you, this time to the Champions team of Amanda, Denise,
Steve and Michelle and for the trial they have done with the children this term.
Taking all of the feedback we have received into consideration the Board have
decided not to continue with the programme during school time. Our school day
is very full and it is hard to fit everything into our crowded curriculum.
Champions are considering continuing with the programme on a Thursday
before school. This is great as it would still give children the opportunity to
attend and then proceed to class. Thanks team for your consideration and
efforts.

This afternoon you will have received your children’s reports. | trust you will
enjoy reading about your child’s progress and achievements. There were 545 of
these and we have checked and printed them all. If you do discover a typo,
please contact me and we will be able to rectify any errors.

Today children visited their classes for 2010. This has taken an extraordinary
amount of time and effort from all the staff, as we have endeavoured to place
each child where we think they will be most suited.

Christmas on the Green was another great occasion, even though we had a
slight hiccup with the sound system. The children kept the show going and
showed they could cope regardless. Well done to all. There is a terrific amount
of parent and community support for all of our school functions.

Finally a big thank you for the way everybody has supported the school over
this year. It has been very busy with much going on. | am always amazed with
all the work that goes on behind the scenes. So thanks to parents, BOT, PTA,
staff and children. You are all part of what makes Greenhithe a wonderful
school.

Things happening over the holidays

We will have builders on site throughout January. They will start on the 11" with
the demolition of Rooms 8 and 9. The construction of the new 2-storied block
will then start. It will be a very busy place.

We have installed some security cameras over the last two weeks. | can also
monitor these remotely. Hopefully they will act as a deterrent for any silly
behaviour, but if not, at least we might have some photographic evidence.

On a happy note. Merry Christmas everybody.
Regards Peter Marshall.



Merry C iristmas

Deputy Principal News

Helpers morning tea

It was lovely to see so many parents at our “thank you” morning tea last Thursday. We rely onyour help in so
many ways and the teachers are grateful for those of you who find time to help with the road patrol, with
sports teams, work on the PTA or in numerous other ways. If you were unable to attend, we want to say a
huge thanks for everything you have done (and hopefully will continue to do) next year.

Wheels at school

This was a huge success and thoroughly enjoyed by all of the children. It was lovely to see the
scooters, skateboards and bikes whizzing around the playground with happy smiling children
well occupied. One of our relieving teachers organised a safe downhill track and the older
children had a great time zooming up and sown the track.

Other events last week

The Senior school had a super day out at the movies on Thursday. Although there was a late change of plan
with the choice of movie, the children obviously enjoyed their treat.

There were all kinds of Inquiry-based activities involving cleaning up Wainoni Park, painting drain covers
around the school, and others. We all enjoyed the fabulous week of sunshine and the swimming pool opened
for business with a flourish on Wednesday. Well done Barrie for getting it up and ready in time for the sun!

Have a great summer break everyone. It's been a full-on year with lots of events and activities but now we
can all take a rest and enjoy the summer.

Board Of Trustees Report

The end of year is upon us! Much of what has happened on the Board has been well communicated by Peter
in his newsletters, so there is little | can add except for a few matters the Board has been dealing with during
Term 4...

Principal Appraisal
One of the Board's key tasks during the year is the appraisal of the school principal. This year we engaged a
professional external appraiser to work with Peter through this process.

It was a thorough appraisal with input from staff, senior management, the Board and the parent community.
This was done to ensure that we got a well-rounded assessment of Peter. We are happy to report that Peter,
in his first full year as Principal, has achieved high levels of performance across all aspects of his work.

The appraisal showed unanimous endorsement of Peter’s relationship with staff and parents, highlights his
excellent leadership abilities, operational management and work with the Board to communicate a vision for
the school.

The Board would like to acknowledge and commend the commitment, dedication and professionalism that
Peter has given to the school in the past year and we look forward to working with him in 2010 to see the
school continue to prosper and grow.



Student Achievement

At our November Board of Trustees meeting the senior management team presented the Greenhithe
School's Curriculum Report for 2009. This data tells us where our children are in Numeracy and Literacy, the
two key learning focuses in our school.

The report provides detailed information on the needs of our children by year level, gender and ethnicity. It
helps the school plan the professional learning needs of our teachers, as well as directs how we spend the
school budget to ensure all students make progress with their learning.

Our focus for 2009 was primarily to improve student achievement in two key areas of learning. In literacy our
target was to have 90% of Year 1 and 2 children reading at or above their chronological age by October and
95% of Year 3 - 6 children. We were pleased that the targets were achieved with 95% of Year 2 — 6 children
reading at or above their chronological age. The target for Year 1 was not met but this is to be expected and
depends on the children’s abilities and experiences when they start school.

In numeracy, our target was that 90% of Year 2 - 6 children would achieve at or above their desired Gloss
level (“Gloss” is a test used in New Zealand schools to assess children for numeracy skills). The report
showed that target has been achieved with 94% of children in Year 2 - 6 reaching at or above their desired
Gloss level.

Our children should be proud of what they have achieved this year at Greenhithe School. Our goal is to
ensure all children achieve at the highest levels in preparation for their future, and gaining these core
numeracy and literacy skills is vital to this. In future years, the school will retain its focus on these core areas
but will widen the achievement targets set to include other curriculum areas.

The Board of Trustees would like to extend its appreciation and thanks to the senior management team and
all of the staff for their efforts in raising student achievement. Without their high standard of teaching and
professionalism these results would not have been possible.

We also wish to thank the parents, caregivers and wider community for their contributions to the learning
achievements of our children in 2009. With the trustee elections taking place March 2010, we understand that
some of the existing trustees will not be re-standing for election. We are therefore keen to encourage some
of the very capable and professional potential trustees from the Greenhithe parent community, to step up to
the challenge. This will see the school continue to grow and prosper and we ask that you reflect on this
possibility over the school holidays.

On behalf of the Board, we hope you have a Merry Christmas and relaxing break these school holidays.

We look forward to seeing you all again next year!

PTA NEWS, Tuesday 15" December, 2009

We started off at our first meeting in February 2009 deciding what fundraisers we
should run with for the year, ever mindful that with an average of 10 regular attendees
to our meetings, there could be a shortage of volunteers to head up too many events.
Due to our decision to not “over fundraise” this year, we surpassed our own
expectations with the amount of money we raised for the school this year. See the
summary below.

Our Fundraisers this year (in order of occurrence):

Car Boot Sale ($1095), Fishing Competition ($2774), Entertainments Books ($1781), Disco June ($1000),
Trivial Night ($2871), Chocolates ($7000), Artwork Calendars (approx $2695), Disco November ($820),
Family Photo Shoot (approx. $250), Golf Day ($8780), Xmas on the Green ($1350), Inkworks rebate ($91)

= total funds raised $30507.

Our Spending this year :

Raising of the school hall stage ($8600), Sun block for all the classrooms ($450), Chess Sets ($150), Digital
Cameras ($1328), Lego Sets ($748), 2 x Computer Microscopes ($500), Senior Prize Giving ($500) = total
funds spend approx. $12500.




This leaves us with approximately $18000 to spend, some of which will be put towards the heating of the
school hall and some for lighting for the hall (quotes being obtained by the school for both). We have already
received a $10000 grant from the Lion Foundation to go towards the heating of the school hall and the main
fundraising focus of the Fair next year is for heating of the hall.

One of our main aims during the year was to find one or two people who would put their hands up to take on
the huge commitment of heading up the subcommittee for the proposed 2010 school fair. Without those
volunteers the event wouldn't take place. We were very pleased in early June when two parents (Carrie
George and Sarah Benbow) stepped up to the challenge and we now look forward to our fair in March next
year.

Update from our Fair sub-committee (Carrie George/S  arah Benbow) :

Thanks for the generous donation of envelopes and stamps from some wonderful school parents. On the
school fair day we will need approximately 60-80 volunteers to get everything underway. It will be the major
school earner for the year, so it's an “all hands on deck” approach. Don't be surprised in the New Year to see
Sarah or Carrie, or one of the organising committee asking you to help in any way you can. The biggest way
you could help us over the holidays is to put a big or little box together of any treasures for our white elephant
or book stalls. We also always have a cake stall and plants stalls so please keep your eyes peeled. We do
ask that any white elephant items be in reasonable condition, and we are not looking at any items that are too
cumbersome (e.g.washing machines, dryers etc). If you can't possibly store your items until March next year,
do contact Carrie, as we have access to a warehouse in Constellation Drive for storage of goods (e.g. if you
are moving or having a huge clear out etc).

Have a great Xmas, and please keep onthe lookout for any potential sponsors (big or small) who are
interested in getting involved with our lovely school. As always you can contact us on
greenhithefair@xtra.co.nz Carrie 021540703 or Sarah 021908004.

As mentioned above by Carrie, we envisage that the fair will be the major PTA event of 2010, and at our first
meeting in February 2010 we can decide what other events to run with for the remainder of the year. We will
discuss past events and ideas for new events and what we decide to go with will depend on volunteers to
lead an event. We don’t push anyone into anything ... if someone is keen to be involved with an event then it
goes ahead and if we have no-one to head up a sub committee for a particular event, that event doesn't go
ahead.

We will be holding our AGM at our first meeting of 2010 on Monday February 22" February in the Staff
Room. We have decided that the AGM will take place at the first meeting of the year and the three positions
of Chairperson, Treasurer and Secretary will run for a calendar year (rather than in previous years the term
for these positions running from April-March). This makes more sense for parents who may be in these
positions whose children are leaving the following year.

It would be great to see some new faces at our meetings in 2010. We had a total of seven meetings this year
and you don't have to commit to come to every meeting. Just come along for one. If you would like to have
some input in the fundraisers that take place in 2010, we would encourage you to come to the first meeting as
this is when we discuss and plan what is likely to take place during the year. As for spending of funds raised,
lots of ideas come up during the year (from both the staff and the parents) and we discuss these as they
arise. We do try to have a main focus for our fundraising at the beginning of the year, but as you can see
from the spending this year, other lower ticket items are purchased too. :

This letter was received from a parent this week who will be leaving the school.

Dear Parents
| am writing to say how much | have enjoyed being a part of the PTA. In fact | have loved the rewards that |
personally have received, to see the changes, to be able to make a difference, to watch the growth and see
how positive and lucky our children are to be at Greenhithe.

It is with sadness that | say goodbye as Georgie steps forward on her new journey, well prepared, due to the
exceptional teaching she, like all our children, experience.

| ask you as parents to seriously consider sharing some time with PTA as you too could feel the proudness
that | do. Thank you to the special Teachers and Families that work together so well in Greenhithe, may it
long continue.

Kindly Proud Mum, Nadine



In closing, we would like to thank all the parents who are leaving Greenhithe School this year who have taken
an active part in the PTA and the many events and fundraisers over their children’s time here ... special
mention to Nadine Powell, Julie Quirk, Jane Knowles and Kay Frazer who have been involved with the PTA
and numerous fundraisers over the duration of their daughters years at the school.

The PTA would like to wish you all a very happy and safe holiday season and look forward to seeing the “old”
and lots of new faces in the New Year.

Thank You

The Middle Syndicate children and teachers would like to thank everyone for showing such terrific support of
their fundraising activities last week. Through their inquiry unit the children heard guest speakers from The
Auckland City Mission and World Vision. They then set to work discussing what they could do to help.

The children’s fundraising from Christmas on the Green, Wheels Day and Busking Day came to a combined
total of over $900! Well done children and thank you families for your support.

Greenhithe School Uniform Shop

STATIONERY PACKS AND SCHOOL UNIFORM PURCHASES

The uniform shop will be open on the following days for school uniform purchases and collection of pre-
ordered stationery packs.

To place an order for your pre-ordered stationery pack email mottfam@xtra.co.nz

State Family name and how many packs you need per Year.

For example: 1 x Year 1, 2 x Year 2 Family name Green.

These packs must be prepaid, details for payment will be returned via a confirmation email of your order.
Please note we will not have spare packs we will only have the packs that have been ordered prior to
December the 30th.

Uniform Shop open hours as follows....
9-11am. Tuesday the 19th Jan, Thursday the 21st Jan, Tuesday the 26th Jan, Thursday the 27th Jan.
Tuesday the 2nd of Feb and Thursday the 4th of Feb

Ph: 413 7379
Email: mottfam@xtra.co.nz

Stationery Packs

Stationery lists can be downloaded from the Greenhithe School Website — www.greenhithe.school.nz or
collected from the school office. Office closes at 12 noon Thursday 17" December 2009 and reopens on
Tuesday 2" February 2010 — 9.00am — 3.00pm.

Stationery Packs and Uniforms are also available online from the School Uniform Centre
www.schooluniformcentre.co.nz. Stationery packs from the School Uniform Centre will be available from the
20" January 2010.

Pool Keys

We still have a limited number of pool keys available from the school office.




School Magazine

The final date for ordering your copy of the School Magazine is December 15". Please return your payment
and order form to the office. We would appreciate it if all payments could be made by Thursday this week. If
you don’'t wish to purchase, please return the magazine to the office.

Lost Property

Lost property will be displayed on Wednesday 16" December on the top court from 2.30 — 3.20pm.
Anything unclaimed will go into the uniform shop or the clothing bin, so please come along and check if any

items are yours. D
£
Champions

Amanda, Denise, Steve and Michelle would like to th ank the Year 1, 2 and 3
students for being such a great group to work with these last 5 weeks . We
enjoyed your participation, your focus and your smiling faces. Topics we covered were
living peacefully, not seeking revenge, forgiveness, appreciating what we have and the
first Christmas 2000 years ago.

We also feel thankful toward the leadership of the school for allowing the Champions trial to take
place. It has been a huge buzz to bring this healthy Christian values message to nearly 500 children and
have them receive it so well. Of course the Champions team is very disappointed that we are not permitted to
continue in the school next year. But we are not discouraged. We will endeavor to provide Champions
before school, probably on a Thursday morning from 8:20am to 8:50am. (We out grew the after school
option, hence the in school trial).

We also feel thankful towards the teachers who gave feedback and helped seat and supervise the
children week after week.

And finally, thanks parents for allowing your child ren to trial something which has been new and
different for many . We all want our children to grow up well balanced and able to handle life’'s tough
challenges. We believe spiritual growth is as important as intellectual, physical and emotional development.
There are good quality Sunday morning programmes running at this school site year round and in other
nearby communities. But in addition the Champions team will continue to provide an easily accessible mid
week option that is fun and relevant. The children are so worth the effort.

|
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Holiday Dental Service

AUCKLAND REGIONAL DENTAL SERVICE

Our services are provided FREE to all pre-schooal,
primary and intermediate school children.

A list of open clinics is also available on our website: www.ards.co.nz

Clean Healthy Teeth Make a Happy Smile

COMMUNITY CAROLS EVENING






